Updated 09/10/2009
Bronco Rules- are governed by Official Baseball rules supplemented or superseded by PONY , NMPL, or CLNYAA rules.   
Playing rules

Field dimensions: Base paths are 70 feet; pitching mound to home plate 48 feet.


Innings of play- Games shall be 7 innings in duration When a game is tied at the end of regulation length it shall go into extra innings until a decision is reached or the game is called by the umpire. If after 5 complete innings a team is ahead by 10 runs or more    the mercy rule is in effect and the game is officially over. If after the mercy rule has been called by the umpire officiating the game, the coaches for both teams would like to continue play for the benefit of practice they can do so providing it is within the league’s game time limit.        

Time Limit:.  A new inning may not be started after 1 hour and 50 minutes. Intentionally stalling for time in order to avoid another inning being played is strictly prohibited.  Offensive coaches are allowed a maximum of one timeout per inning at bat.  Defensive coaches are allowed a maximum of one timeout per inning for a player conference other than a visit to the pitcher.  Play being halted due to a player injury does not constitute a timeout.  A coach should ask the umpire to intervene if he feels the game is being intentionally stalled.

Home Team Scorebook – is the official scorebook.

Player batting order– All players present for a team will bat in a successive order for the entire game. 

Player substitution – No players are to sit out two consecutive innings. 

 .

Bronco Pitching Rules – For the following pitching rules, as soon as a pitcher delivers one pitch to a batter, he/she is deemed to have pitched in one inning.

Same Day Limit - A pitcher cannot pitch to another batter once he has thrown 65 pitches. (He/she is allowed to finish throwing to the batter that he has exceeded the pitching limit)
Weekly Limit: A pitcher may not pitch more than 10 innings during a seven day period beginning at 12:01AM Monday ending 11:59PM Sunday

40 Hour Rest Rule: If a pitcher pitches four innings in a game – he/she must rest 40 hours from the conclusion of their pitching appearance until the start of their next pitching appearance.

Pitcher can not return to pitch - any pitcher withdrawn from the line up or the substituted to a different position, may not return to pitch in the same game.

Umpires – Umpires are to be treated with the utmost respect at all times.  It is not permissible for coaches to yell, strongly debate, or in any way show disrespect to umpires.  Further, it is the Head Coaches responsibility to ensure that all Assistant Coaches, spectators, parents, and players maintain respect for the umpires.

Suspension – Any coach or player that is thrown out of a game, regardless of reason will receive an automatic one game suspension.  Further the matter will be referred to the League Coordinator, Commissioner of Baseball and the Director of Baseball and Softball for review and possible further sanctions.

Protest – The proper procedure for a protest of a call is to call “time” and for the umpire to grant you time.  Then you need to go speak with the umpire in a controlled manner.  You have the right to an explanation of a call or rule.  However, you must understand and respect that most baseball rules are left to the sole judgment of the umpire.   Although you may plead your case, you must accept their decision as final.  

